
M
uham

m
ad’s Life

M
uham

m
ad w

as born around 570 A
.D

. in M
ecca. H

is
father, A

bdallah, died before his birth, and his m
other,

A
m

ina, died several years later. H
is grandfather, and

later his uncle, took care of him
 as a boy.

W
hen M

uham
m

ad w
as about 25, he m

arried a
prosperous, M

eccan businessw
om

an nam
ed K

hadija
w

ho w
as 40 years old and previously m

arried tw
o

tim
es. It w

as K
hadija, M

uham
m

ad’s caravan trade
boss, that proposed to him

.

A
round 610 A

.D
. w

hile m
editating and desiring divine

inspiration, an apparition (the angel Jibril) appeared
to M

uham
m

ad and forced him
 to repeat the revelation

spoken to him
. The content of this revelation is in

the Q
ur'an in Sura al-'A

laq (96).

Throughout his life M
uham

m
ad experienced repeated

revelations from
 an authority calling him

self A
llah,

m
eaning the G

od. H
e w

as com
m

anded to pray, w
arn

his fellow
 m

en and preach change in conduct. H
e

obeyed and started preaching w
hat w

as revealed. The
first convert w

as his w
ife K

hadija. T
he first m

ale
M

uslim
 w

as his nephew
 A

li.

A
s m

ore people began to follow
 M

uham
m

ad’s teaching
of one G

od, prom
inent M

eccans feared their idolatrous
pilgrim

age industry could be threatened. They began
to oppose M

uham
m

ad w
ith peaceful argum

ents,
ridicule, threats, and finally beatings. W

hile a m
inority,

the M
uslim

s patiently endured the persecution.

T
he first period of M

uham
m

ad’s life in sum
m

ary:
Betw

een 610 and 622 A
.D

., M
uham

m
ad acted as a

peacefully w
arning prophet in M

ecca.

A
fter the death of M

uham
m

ad’s uncle and his w
ife,

the persecution reached its clim
ax. The inhabitants

of Yathrib, a city 210 m
iles north of M

ecca, offered
M

uham
m

ad 
asylum

. 
Seizing 

the 
opportunity,

M
uham

m
ad and about 80 com

panions em
igrated to

the area now
 called M

edina.

T
his event w

as view
ed w

ith such im
portance that

several years later, M
uslim

s chose the date of the H
ijra

(A
rabic for the em

igration) in 622 A
.D

. as day one of
the Islam

ic calendar. A
 new

 phase of Islam
 began w

ith
this m

ove to M
edina. There M

uham
m

ad founded a
religious state, and from

 there he extended Islam
ic rule

over m
ost of the A

rabian Peninsula. Since then it has
not been possible to separate Islam

ic faith and state.

W
hile in M

edina, the M
eccans continued to oppose

M
uham

m
ad w

ith econom
ic boycotts and raids.

M
uham

m
ad m

ade a grave decision in deciding to react
using force. H

e engaged in raids and w
arfare against

the M
eccans and later against Jew

ish and C
hristian

tribes.

The second period of M
uham

m
ad’s life in sum

m
ary:

H
e w

as no longer only a peacefully w
arning prophet

as in M
ecca, but in addition had becom

e A
llah’s w

ar
w

aging m
onarch in M

edina. It is im
portant to

distinguish these two phases of M
uham

m
ad’s life; the

first is peaceful and purely religious in M
ecca; the

second is, in addition, full of politics and coercion in
M

edina.

M
ost M

uslim
s portray Islam

 as tolerant and peaceful in
order to win sym

pathy in the W
est. W

hen they do this
they tell the truth, but at the same time they lie. It is true
M

uham
m

ad was peaceful and tolerant in M
ecca, but they

hide M
uhammad’s life in M

edina, a mission of “religious”
politics and “holy” war. They conceal the fact that Islam
is only com

plete when it reigns as a religious state. This
deception can be observed the world over. If M

uslim
s are

a m
inority they proclaim

 a religion of peace. A
s soon as

they gain power they use politics and force to exert rule
over that nation. Islam

’s goal is always a religious state.

M
uham

m
ad stabilized his political Islam

ic state in
M

edina. By the tim
e of his death in 632 A

.D
. he had

also succeeded in dom
inating m

uch of the A
rabian

Peninsula, crushing every opposition to his religious
and political rule.

Attacks and W
ars of M

uham
m

ad
M

uham
m

ad used w
eapons to kill and com

m
anded

follow
ers to kill and butcher m

any w
ho opposed them

.
Tw

o thirds of the biographies of M
uham

m
ad (holy

books of Islam
) concern the battles he undertook. In

them
, his follow

ers recount m
ore than 70 m

ilitary
engagem

ents. Follow
ing are three such battles:

♦
In 624 A

.D
., in an effort to secure food and

provisions for his follow
ers, M

uham
m

ad decided to
attack a caravan returning to M

ecca. T
he caravan

leader discovered the plot and requested reinforce-
m

ents from
 M

ecca and sped past the oasis of Badr
w

here the am
bush w

as planned. W
hen M

uham
m

ad
and his 300 M

uslim
s arrived, they m

et an arm
y of

1,000 M
eccans. U

nexpectedly, the inferior M
uslim

fighters defeated the heathen M
eccan forces.

M
uham

m
ad and his follow

ers use this as a convincing
proof that he w

as a true m
essenger of A

llah. E
ver

since that tim
e, fighting for A

llah has becom
e a central

feature of Islam
.

♦
A

fter defeat at U
hud and no decision in the Battle

of K
handaq (the trench), M

uham
m

ad explained this
by telling his follow

ers they did not fight w
hole-

heartedly for A
llah. H

e urged them
 to give everything

(jihad) for the cause of A
llah.

♦
In 630 A

.D
. M

uham
m

ad stood w
ith 10,000

M
uslim

s ready to battle his hom
etow

n of M
ecca.

K
now

ing the M
eccans would fight to the end for their

pilgrim
age incom

e from
 the city’s idol shrines,

M
uham

m
ad offered the follow

ing com
prom

ise: “You,
M

eccans, becom
e M

uslim
s and obey A

llah and m
e,

the m
essenger of A

llah, by destroying all idols, and in
turn I w

ill m
ake sure that you w

ill have an everlasting
source of incom

e. In the future M
uslim

s, not idolaters,
w

ill com
e on pilgrim

age to M
ecca.” This cunning plan

w
orked for M

uham
m

ad and leading M
eccan officials

em
braced Islam

 w
ith little bloodshed. Today m

illions
of M

uslim
s obey M

uham
m

ad’s revelations in the
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Q
ur'an to do the H

ajj (pilgrim
age) and perform

 pagan
rituals that have nothing to do w

ith the m
onotheism

of Islam
.M

uham
m

ad and the Jew
s

A
t the tim

e of M
uham

m
ad’s em

igration, M
edina con-

sisted of two larger idolatrous tribes and three sm
aller

Jew
ish tribes. M

uham
m

ad w
as invited to be the arbi-

ter of their quarreling. H
e agreed on the condition

that they sign a contract to defend him
 and his fol-

low
ers from

 attacks. A
s it becam

e evident that Juda-
ism

 and Islam
 could not go hand in hand, M

uham
m

ad
began to abandon Jew

ish custom
s and institutions and

the Jew
s tried to get out of their agreem

ent. The en-
suing end of the three Jew

ish tribes were as follow
s:

♦
In 624 A

.D
., one m

onth after the Battle of Badr,
the B

anu Q
aynuqa' had their houses and land

confiscated 
and 

distributed 
as 

booty 
am

ong
M

uham
m

ad’s follow
ers. They w

ere forced to gather
their belongings and leave M

edina.

♦
The Banu an-N

adhir w
ere driven out of M

edina
in 625 A

.D
. w

ith nothing but their lives because of a
supposed divine w

arning M
uham

m
ad received that

they w
ere going to kill him

.

♦
In 627 A

.D
. M

uham
m

ad overcam
e the B

anu
Q

uraizha. H
e then spent all the next day beheading

the m
en w

hile the w
om

en, boys and girls w
ere

distributed as slaves and their property and possessions
distributed as booty.

M
ost of the Jew

ish rem
nant in A

rabia assem
bled in

the fortified oasis of K
haybar over 100 m

iles north of
M

edina. In 628 A
.D

. M
uham

m
ad, unprovoked,

besieged their fortresses and overcam
e those w

ho
fought. H

e then butchered the leaders, took som
e

slaves and distributed a w
ealth of booty.

Before the end of his life M
uham

m
ad had eradicated

all political and religious relevance of Judaism
 in

A
rabia.

M
uham

m
ad’s W

ives
M

uham
m

ad had one w
ife, K

hadija, until her death in
619 A

.D
. A

fter that he legally betrothed 13 or 14 wom
en

and had sexual relations w
ith others. O

f his m
any w

ives,
three arrangem

ents are particularly troubling.
♦

M
uham

m
ad m

arried 'A
a'isha, the daughter of his

best friend, A
bu Bakr, w

hen she w
as six years old.

H
e consum

m
ated m

arriage w
ith her w

hen she w
as

nine. Islam
ic traditions state she brought her toys w

ith
her into the m

arriage.

♦
M

uham
m

ad fell in love w
ith his daughter-in-law,

Z
ainab, the w

ife of his adopted son, Z
aid ibn Thabit.

A
fter receiving a special revelation from

 A
llah

allow
ing him

 to dissolve the m
arriage betw

een Z
ainab

and his son, he took her as his w
ife.

♦
A

t the fall of K
haybar, a Jew

ish beauty of the an-
N

adhir tribe w
atched her husband, father and relatives

get butchered. M
uham

m
ad coveted young Safiyya and,

w
ithout regard for her traum

a, he took her w
ithout

delay as his w
ife and consum

m
ated m

arriage w
ith her

in his tent.

W
hat a difference betw

een Jesus and M
uham

m
ad!

Instead of robbing and killing his enem
ies, Christ said,

“love your enem
ies, and pray for those w

ho persecute
you.” Instead of eradicating the Jew

s for their criticism
,

C
hrist allow

ed them
 to kill him

. Instead of taking
another m

an’s w
ife, Christ said, “looking on a wom

an
to lust for her is adultery in heart.” W

e are called to
share w

ith M
uslim

s this new
 level of holiness Christ

brought to the w
orld.

The

Life of
M

uham
m

ad

Jesus said, “Put your sword back into
its place; for all those w

ho take up the
sword shall perish by the sword.”

(M
atthew

 26:52)
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