
Introduction
Jihad has been propagandized in the W

est as a
spiritual striving against evil. Som

e liberal M
uslim

s
have adopted this them

e for jihad but they are
closing their eyes to the reality of the Q

ur'an
w

hich calls M
uslim

s to battle.
T

he m
ajority of regional conflicts in the last

decade took place in Islam
ic parts of the w

orld.
M

any w
ere M

uslim
 jihad declarations against

unbelievers. W
hat is jihad? H

ow
 m

ust this
religious fighting be understood?

H
istorical Perspective

T
he polytheists in M

ecca bitterly resisted
M

uham
m

ad’s new
 revelation that A

llah w
as the

only G
od and there w

ere no other gods besides
him

. T
heir boycotts turned into persecution of

M
uham

m
ad and his com

panions. In 622 A
D

 the
M

uslim
s m

igrated to Yathrib (now
 M

edina).
In M

edina, M
uham

m
ad form

ed a m
ulticultural

adm
inistration, but only allow

ed it to function
until he had enough pow

er to im
pose an intolerant

religiopolitical state. The grow
ing poverty of the

one hundred m
igrant fam

ilies caused tension
w

ithin his religious com
m

unity. To care for their
needs M

uham
m

ad ordered his M
uslim

 refugees
from

 M
ecca to raid the M

eccan caravans of their
relatives but they refused (Q

ur'an - Sura 4:73-80).
H

e coerced them
 w

ith m
ore “revelations from

A
llah” (Sura 2:216-218), and 83 M

uslim
 refugees

from
 M

ecca and 231 M
edinan M

uslim
s w

ent w
ith

him
 to raid the M

eccan caravans. T
his Battle at

B
adr (624 A

D
) ended w

ith trium
ph for the

M
uslim

s and brought the turning point in
M

uham
m

ad’s jihad.
M

uham
m

ad’s success w
ith the sw

ord brought
about the expulsion of the Jew

ish tribes from

M
edina and an “inheritance” of Jew

ish land,
hom

es, w
ives and daughters for the refugees from

M
ecca (Sura 33:26-27; 59:1-7).

M
uham

m
ad him

self took part in 29 cam
paigns of

w
ar. R

obbery, booty and taking slaves had
increasingly becom

e part of the driving force of
these unholy w

ars.
M

uham
m

ad em
phasized that w

ar is nothing but
deceit! A

nd he w
as a m

aster deceiver. H
e could

cunningly sow
 strife am

ong his enem
ies, negotiate

cease-fires w
hen in trouble, and com

prom
ise w

ith
his enem

ies w
hen it w

ould benefit his cause in
the end.

T
he Term

 “H
oly W

ar”
T

he expression “holy w
ar” never occurs in the

Q
ur'an! T

his E
nglish translation represents an

idealized conception of the A
rabic word jihad. To

understand jihad and the context it is used, let’s
look at som

e A
rabic w

ords used in the Q
ur'an

that designate strife, battle or w
ar.

♦
Jihad literally m

eans “to exert oneself by
striving for A

llah w
ith effort and sacrifice.”

T
his term

 becam
e the Islam

ic technical term
for the striving of M

uslim
s against unbelievers

and includes arm
ed conflict. It occurs in the

Q
ur'an 41 tim

es in various form
s.

♦
Q

ital designates fighting w
ith a w

eapon to
defeat the enem

y by force—
killing and being

killed. This is a m
ajor part of jihad. The word

appears in variations 67 tim
es in the Q

ur'an.
♦

H
iraba or H

arb designates an attack against
A

llah 
and 

M
uham

m
ad, 

or 
an 

Islam
ic

declaration of w
ar (as in jihad) against people

w
ho oppose Islam

ic law. It occurs 6 tim
es in

the Q
ur'an. It is used in Sura 5:33 in w

hich
M

uham
m

ad sentences grave punishm
ent on

every enem
y of A

llah and M
uham

m
ad.

♦
Fi Sabil Allah is an expression m

eaning “in
the way of A

llah” or “for the cause of A
llah”.

It is often used together w
ith the above w

ords
sum

m
arizing A

llah’s call to fight—
19 tim

es
w

ith qital and 9 tim
es w

ith jihad.
Q

ur'anic references: 2:190,191,193,195,216,217,218,236,244,246,
275; 3:13,132, 167,195,246; 4: 74,75,76,84,90,95; 5:33,35,54,64; 8:16,29,
57,65,72,74,75; 9:12,13,14,16,19,20, 24,29,36,41,44,73,81,83,86,88,107,
111,123; 16:110; 22:78; 25:52; 29:6,69; 33:20, 25 47:4,20,31; 48:16; 49:15;
57:10; 60:1; 61:4,11; 66:9 et.al.

These findings show
 us that jihad in the Q

ur'an
is not a “holy striving” but a bloody conflict.

T
he E

nem
ies of Islam

?
Part of a M

uslim
’s jihad is bloody fighting (qital)

against the enem
ies of Islam

. T
his has been

predestined for them
 (Sura 2:216, 246; 4:77).

‘T
he believers fight for Allah, the unbelievers fight

for their devil! So fight against the friends of Satan!
Satan’s deception is w

eak.’ (Sura 4:76)
‘M

ake your jihad (i.e. strive w
holeheartedly) in Allah

and fight his battle. H
e has chosen you!’ (Sura 22:78)

Follow
ing are various enem

ies of Islam
:

♦
T

hose w
ho Attack

‘If som
eone attacks you, then retaliate w

ith the sam
e

m
easure w

ith w
hich he attacked you.’ (Sura 2:194)

♦
T

he U
nbelievers

‘T
he unbelievers are our certain enem

ies’ (Sura 4:101)

♦
T

he Polytheists and the Idolaters
“W

hen the waiting tim
e of the holy m

onths is over
then kill the polytheists w

herever you find them
.

Take them
, surround them

 and lure them
 into a

trap w
herever possible” (Sura 9:5). This so-called

verse of the sword and its echo in 2:191-192 abro-
gates over 100 verses of the Q

ur'an that call for
tolerance, equality and freedom

 of religion.
♦

T
he People of the Book

“You w
ill certainly find that the m

ost dangerous
enem

ies of the believers are the Jew
s and the poly-

theists. A
nd you w

ill certainly find that those



Jihad
W

hat is the M
eaning

O
f this Islam

ic Term
?

But I say to you,
love your enem

ies,
and pray for those
who persecute you.
(Bible - M

atthew
 5:44)

G
race-and-T

ruth B
rief

(enem
ies) w

ho are the m
ost friendly to you are the

N
asara (Christians), for there are pastors and m

onks
am

ong them
. And they are not proud. (Sura 5:82)

“T
he Jew

s say: E
zra is the Son to A

llah! T
he

N
azarenes say: Christ is the Son of Allah! But they

only say this w
ith their lips. In this w

ay they im
i-

tate the talk of those w
ho w

ere unbelievers before
them

. M
ay Allah strike them

 dead! H
ow

 they have
becom

e liars!” (Sura 9:29-30)
♦

M
uslim

 H
ypocrites, C

ow
ards, Traitors,

Troublem
akers and Apostates

See Suras 9:68; 33:60-61; 48:16-17; 3:86-87
♦

M
issionaries

“Fight against them
 until there is no m

ore any tem
p-

tation (to fall aw
ay from

 Islam
) and Allah’s religion

rules everyw
here.” (Sura 2:193; 8:39)

A
ll verses that recom

m
end cooperating w

ith non-
M

uslim
s only apply as long as the M

uslim
s are a

m
inority, as w

as the case w
hen M

uham
m

ad w
as

still in M
ecca. B

ut as soon as M
uslim

s are the
m

ajority, religious tolerance ends. The goal of Islam
in every case is to establish an intolerant religious
state as M

uham
m

ad did in M
edina. H

um
an rights

do not apply because the law
 of Islam

 is considered
to be directly revealed by A

llah. A
nd no one m

ay
ever am

end his law
s.

Reward for Fighters
O

ne of the driving forces for the M
uslim

 attacks
w

as collecting booty! “A
nyone w

ho has killed an
enem

y and has a proof of that, w
ill possess his spoils”

(H
adith Bukhari Vol. 4 N

o. 370). The core of the
law

s on booty involve the keeping and treatm
ent

of slaves—
a practice that is not unheard of today

in Islam
ic countries. M

uham
m

ad’s teaching on
booty drove the M

uslim
s to their first w

ave of
conquest (A

D
 632-732) w

hich reached the gates
of Paris and G

eneva in the w
est and Sam

arkand
and the Indus River in the east. Verses from

 the
Q

ur'an shape the Islam
ic law

 regarding booty.

“Allah has prom
ised you that you w

ill collect m
uch

booty. H
e allow

ed part of it to reach you quickly
and kept people from

 you (so that they could not
stop you). T

he booty is a sign for the Believers that
he, Allah, w

ould lead them
 in the straight path.”

(Sura 48:20)
In addition to the fighter’s rew

ard of booty, those
w

ho take part in jihad are given the hope of eternal
rew

ards. M
uslim

 fighters expect to be able to enter
paradisiacal gardens with earthly delights. E

very
follow

er of M
uham

m
ad w

ho is killed in a holy
w

ar is in reality not dead, but alive w
ith A

llah!
(Sura 2:154; 3:169; 4:74; 47:4 et al.). The Q

ur'an
confirm

s the false hope that the forgiveness of sins
can be obtained by dying in battle or a suicide
raid for the cause of A

llah (Sura 3:157-158, 169-
171, 193-195; 4:100; 61:9-12).
“Allah bought the Believers’ souls and their m

oney
(property), so that they m

ight buy paradise. T
hat is

w
hy they m

ust fight in Allah’s w
ay (arm

ed) and in
this w

ay kill or be killed, according to a prom
ise in

the Torah, the G
ospel and the Q

ur'an.” (Sura 9:111)

There is a bit of truth in the above verse; G
od has

purchased the believers’ souls—
w

ith the precious
blood of Jesus. A

nd as believers in C
hrist, “w

e
labor and strive, because w

e have fixed our hope
on the living G

od, w
ho is the Savior of all m

en”
(1 Tim

othy 4:10). M
ay our Lord strengthen H

is
people to take the good new

s of great joy, w
hich

shall be for all people, to the M
uslim

 w
orld.
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O
 prophet, jihad against the

unbelievers and the hypocrites,
and be brutal to them

 –
their abode is hell

(Q
ur'an - Sura 9:73)


